
The 1900s- 1906

Delta Kappa Phi Brothers represented 12% of 

the total student body in the 1905 - 1906 school 

year, with 18 active Brothers.  Fraternities were 

seen as both evil and necessary.  It was not 

uncommon for hazing to occur publicly and 

school supported. In addition to DK, both 

Phi Psi and Omicron Phi were active fraternities 

on campus.This is the earliest list of Brothers.  

It includes Beta # 1 George Boyd.  You will notice 

that Alumni are identified as “honorary Members’.

Below are more pictures from 1906
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The 1900s- 1907

In 1907 36% of students were in a fraternity.  

1/3 of those were Dekes.  There were no women 

enrolled at Lowell Textile.  Pawtucket Street had 

trolley tracks running through it.  The school was 

just one building.  DK couldn’t figure out what to 

call those guys that had either graduated or left 

school, as now they are Associate Members.

Delta Kappa Phi had parties.  Just a bit more

elegant than today.

Below are more pictures from 1907

 



The 1900s- 1908

Delta Kappa Phi had swollen to 25 active Brothers, 

almost 19% of the student body.  It’s clear that 

with total fraternity membership approaching 50% 

of enrollment, that Greeks had a major influence 

over the goings on at campus. On a more curious 

note, tobacco was not allowed on the school side 

of the bridge and pipe smoking was not allowed 

on the streets of Lowell. Controversy was a brewing 

at Lowell Textile.  Fraternities, with their significant 

numbers were influencing the school at every level.  

Some folks didn’t like it too much; as the editorial 

below alludes to.

Below are more pictures from 1908

 



The 1900s- 1909

In 1909 Delta Kappa Phi was 20% of the total 

student body and the dominant house on campus, 

with 34 Brothers. It appears Trustee election’s were 

being held for the first time, and with Associate/

Honorary/Alumni Brothers representing such a

large and active portion of voters, there was angst 

around who would be elected.                                          

“TO THE ALUMNI:And what of the Fraternity? Are 

they a menace to the welfare of the school, tending 

to disintegration?  Not necessarily.  The proper sphere 

of the fraternities is social.  They are humanizing & 

delightful when composed of congenial spirits.  Here 

personal life friendships are formed, and as they reach 

out into numerous chapters they broaden one’s 

acquaintance and become a valuable asset in life...The 

active influence of your fraternities would be disastrous 

to the growth and influence of the school, if exerted 

to magnify the importance of one department at 

the expense of another, in awarding athletic prizes, 

in marking standards of scholarship, or in the election 

of graduate trustees.  In the latter case it would be 

fatal to the further representation in the Board of 

Trustees.”The thought of Dekes running the school 

terrified administrators.  Of course, there would have 

been no new machine, but likely the largest cold tap 

system and loudest sound system 1909 ever saw! How 

about that first paragraph?  How true is that to this day.



The 1910s- 1910

The first documented House- circa 1910.  It was 

located on Powell St. in the Highlands section of 

Lowell.  The exact address is unknown.  In 1910, 

the Brotherhood of Delta Kappa Phi represented 

just over 19% of the total student body. 

 



The 1910s- 1911



The 1910s- 1912



The 1910s- 1913

This gentleman (Edgar H Baker) built the house 

the Brotherhood has called home since 1977.

Below are more pictures from 1913

 



The 1910s- 1914



The 1910s- 1915

Delta Kappa Phi Brothers represented 12% of 

There is no documentation as to why the 

Brotherhood moved in 1915.  The new House is 

not as prestigious as the first, perhaps due to 

the shrinking Brotherhood.  Delta Kappa Phi had 

shrunk to half its size during WWI.  Like the Powell

St House, the exact address is unknown. 

Below are more pictures from 1915

 



The 1910s- 1916

1916 saw the first dormitory built.  There was great 

discussion about the impact on “Frat” houses and 

what it would do to the community.

Below are more pictures from 1916

 



The 1910s- 1917

The “Nomadic” Delta Kappa Phi found themselves 

moving again in 1917, to 36 Varney Street.

Below are more pictures from 1917



The 1910s- 1918



The 1910s- 1919
 

There is currently no information from 1919.

 



The 1920s- 1920

1920 found the Brotherhood up to 51 active 

members...and on the move again.  This house on 

115 Mount Vernon Street is clearly bigger to 

accommodate a growing Brotherhood perhaps?

  

Below are more pictures from 1920

 


